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Maputo, 1 Dec (AIM) – The
initial monitoring of emissions
from the Mozal aluminium
smelter, on the outskirts of
Maputo, shows no increase in
pollution following the
switching off of filters at one
of the smelter’s two fume
treatment centres (FTCs).

The FTCs are part of
Mozal’s carbon plant, which
manufactures the anodes
used in the electrolytic
furnaces where the raw
material, alumina (aluminium
oxide), is transformed into
molten aluminium.

Corrosion has
damaged the structural
integrity of the FTCs, and the
Mozal management argues
that, to avoid a catastrophic
collapse of the buildings, they
must be entirely rebuilt, which
means that emissions from the
carbon plant will bypass the
filters, and be expelled directly
into the atmosphere from a 62
metre tall chimney.

Mozal switched off the
filters in one FTC on 17
November, and the second
FTC goes into bypass mode
on Wednesday. Dire
predictions of a catastrophe
for human health and for the
environment have been made
by some environmental
groups, and by the country’s
main opposition party, the

Despite bypass, no increase in
Mozal emissions

By Paul Fauvet

former rebel movement
Renamo.

But data from the first
11 days of monitoring the
bypass (17-28 November)
show no significant increase
in emissions, when compared
with the baseline period of 13-
25 October. The monitoring is
undertaken by the Swiss
company SGS, the largest
company in the world that
specializes in inspection,
verification and certification.

Presenting the SGS
data at a press briefing on
Wednesday, Alexandre Sitoe,
Mozal Superintendent for
Environmental, Health and
Community Matters, showed
that emissions of hydrogen
fluoride, the main pollutant in
any aluminium smelter, had not
increased since the start of the
bypass.

Indeed the daily figures
show a slight decrease
compared with the average
from the baseline period. The
fluoride emissions are
fluctuating at between two to
three micrograms per cubic
metre (far below the limit of 17
micrograms).

Asked how filters
could be switched off, yet
emissions decrease, an SGS
representative cautioned
against reading too much into
a fairly small post-bypass data

set, pointing out that climatic
factors such as the wind also
play a role.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l
consultant Sean O’Byrne said
that the monitoring covers all
sources of fluoride – and two
of these, the roof vents in the
“potlines” (the arrays of
electrolytic furnaces), and the
Gas Treatment Centres (GTCs)
attached to the potlines, are
not affected by the FTC
bypass.

Mozal, he said, had
worked to control tightly
fluoride emissions from the
GTCs, and to keep the anode
bake furnaces in the carbon
plant at “optimum
temperatures”, which reduces
their emissions.

Dust emissions had
also not increased significantly
since the bypass began. On a
daily basis, emissions of PM10
dust (particles less than ten
microns thick) never hit the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) guideline of 50
micrograms per cubic metre.
The highest figure recorded
was 40 micrograms per cubic
metre on 21 November, and the
minimum daily figure was nine
to ten micrograms.

Hourly monitoring
shows wide fluctuations, at
one point hitting 60
micrograms per cubic metre,

and at others coming down to
almost zero.

Climate plays a significant
role, since rain washes dust out
of the atmosphere very quickly –
and the bypass is taking place
during the Mozambican rainy
season. As expected, the lowest
levels of dust coincide with
periods of heavy rain.

As for polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (tars), the samples
taken by SGS are sent to Belgium
for analysis and the first batch
have not yet returned.

Those campaigning
against Mozal have often claimed
that other gases are controlled by
the FTC filters, and have
mentioned sulphur dioxide,
carbon dioxide and nitrogen
dioxide. O’Byrne pointed out that,
while these gases are emitted by
Mozal, none of them were
scrubbed by the FTC filters. So
shutting the filters down can
make no difference to these
emissions.

The Mozal management
says it did look at alternatives to
the bypass – but concluded that
there was no scenario for
repairing the FTCs that would
have a lesser impact than
operating the bypass.

One alternative
considered was to switch off the
carbon plant altogether while the
FTCs are rebuilt, and import the
anodes that Mozal needs.

(More on page 2)
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Logistics defeated this idea. For Mozal
uses 28,000 anodes a month, 14,000 from
each bake furnace. 22 anodes fit into a
container – and such vast numbers of
containers would overwhelm the capacity
of Maputo port.

Even if it was possible to move them
all through the port, they would then have
to be loaded on to trucks to Mozal, creating
a serious road traffic risk (plus the
environmental damage from vehicle
emissions).

The Mozal director of external
relations, Samuel Gudo, denied that the
company had broken any law by initiating
the bypass. Six NGOs had lodged a petition
with the Administrative Tribunal trying to
overturn the authorisation for the bypass
granted by the Environment Ministry.

Last week, the Tribunal ruled
against the NGOs – but Mozal began the
bypass before the court ruling, leading to
claims in the media and in the country’s
parliament that it was acting illegally.

Gudo, however, declared that the
company had never received any court
order. At no point had the Tribunal told
Mozal not to start the bypass, or to
interrupt it. “We have been authorised by
the government to operate the bypass, and
at no time has that authorisation been
revoked”, he said.

Gudo added the company will
continue to ensure that emissions remain
within the limits imposed by Mozambican
legislation and WHO guidelines during the
bypass period.

“We are sure that there will be no
damage to human health, or to the
environment, during the rehabilitation of
the fume treatment centres”, he stressed.
“If we thought we were going to damage
the environment, if we thought we were
going to kill people, then we wouldn’t do
it”.

During the briefing SGS said it had
no problem with making all its data publicly
available.

Guebuza calls for
more investment in

infrastructure
Tripoli, 1 Dec (AIM)  – Mozambican
President Armando Guebuza on Monday
called for greater investment in

infrastructure in Africa, arguing that
inadequate infrastructure is one of the main
impediments to the continent’s economic
growth.

Speaking during the third Africa-
European Union summit, held in Tripoli,
Guebuza stressed “one of the major
challenges to developing African
infrastructure is the shortage of funding,
and the excessive delays in concluding
procedures for disbursing funds”.

In order to solve the funding deficit,
Guebuza suggested encouraging poublic-
private partnershps, and promoting Africa
as a safe destination for investment.

Recent World Bank studies state
that for the necessary rehabilitation and
construction of infrastructure, Africa needs
to spend 93 billion US dollars a year over
the coming few years – or about 15 per
cent of the continent’s gross national
product. About 40 per cent of this sum
would be spent on energy infrastructures

Guebuza argued that Africa needs
to develop an integrated transport network,
including roads, railways, maritime
transport and civil aviation, paying
attention to the role of inter-modal
transport in development, and learning
from the experience of its European
partners.

African countries, he continued,
also needed to invest in new power
stations, and to exploit renewable sources
of energy. Electricity grids of the various
African countries needed to be
interconnected.

Guebuza also wanted to see cross-
border expansion in telecommunications,
with intra-regional networks of fibre-optic
cables, and a massive expansion in
information and communication
technologies.

Advanced technologies, he said,
reduced time and distances, and facilitated
interaction between citizens within and
beyond national borders.

In Mozambique, Guebuza said, the
government had been investing in roads
and railways, and in modernizing the
country’s airports. “We are also investing
in the generation and transmission of
electricity, and in rural electrification, as
well as in biofuels and other renewable
energies”, he stressed.

WFP praises
mozambican farmers

Maputo, 1 Dec (AIM) – The United Nations
World Food Programme on Tuesday
praised Mozambique for its pioneering role
in supporting the WFP Purchase for
Progress (P4P) initiative that helps connect
small scale farmers to markets as well as
improving the quality and supply of their
products.

On a visit to Mozambique to attend
a conference on P4P, WFP Executive
Director Josette Sheeran pointed out that
“Mozambique was the birthplace of our P4P
programme and it is leading the way in
demonstrating how WFP’s investment and
support for farmers can become an engine
for sustainable agricultural development”.

In the past three years WFP has
purchased nearly 1 billion US dollars of
food from African farmers to support its
programmes.

Under the P4P initiative, WFP
works with small farmers to enable them to
be part of the WFP food supply chain.
Since it began in September 2008, P4P
programmes have been launched in 20
countries. Through P4P, WFP has
purchased more than 120,000 tonnes of
food from small scale farmers at a value of
40 million US dollars.

According to Sheeran, “farmers
here in Mozambique have shown how P4P
can be a model for pulling vulnerable
communities out of food dependency and
breaking out of the cycle of poverty. We
have built on the early successes of
Mozambican farmers to roll out the P4P
programmes, providing more than 50,000
farmers across the world with the vital skills
they need to boost food security in the
regions where they live”.

Under the scheme, farmers receive
training in improved agricultural
production, post-harvest handling of
crops, marketing, agricultural financing,
and how to sign contracts with WFP. They
also receive sacks from WFP.

This year the P4P initiative in
Mozambique has led to the purchase of
5,350 tonnes of maize and pulses from
smallholder farmers.

“The decision to gather here in
Mozambique for our annual conference on
P4P reflects our admiration for the role the
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farmers of this country have played in
showing how local production can be
harnessed as to pull people out of hunger
and set them on the road to development,”
Sheeran said.

The P4P conference opened in
Maputo on Monday and brings together
government representatives, NGOs, and
small-scale farmers.

WFP’s P4P programmes are
supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, the Howard G. Buffet
Foundation, the European Commission,
and the governments of Belgium, Canada,
France, Ireland, Luxembourg, USA, and
Saudi Arabia.

Guebuza downplays
absence of key
western leaders

Tripoli, 1 Dec (AIM)  – Mozambican
President Armando Guebuza has played
down the absence of the French president,
the British prime minister and the German
Chancellor, Nicolas Sarkozy, David
Cameron and Angela Merkel respectively,
from the Third Africa-European Union
Summit, held in Tripoli on Monday and
Tuesday.

Speaking to the Mozambican
reporters who covered the event, Guebuza
said “we believe that all who came here,
both from Africa and the EU, are properly
accredited to speak on behalf of their
countries.”

He pointed out that “In Africa there
are also many heads of state who did not
attend the summit”’

News circulated by the international
press suggested that the absence of the
three European leaders was due to fear that
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who
has been indicted on charges of war crimes,
crimes against humanity and genocide by
the International Criminal Court (ICC),
might attend the summit.

However, al-Bashir did not
participate in the summit, since the day
before it was due to start the Libyan
authorities withdrew the invitation that was
addressed to the Sudanese president.

Despite the absence of the three
European leaders, who govern the three
largest EU economies, Guebuza expressed

his satisfaction with the outcome of the
event, saying there were many positive
developments.

“Yes, this summit was worth it,” said
Guebuza, explaining that gatherings of this
nature are not held in order to sign
contracts or funding agreements.
According to Guebuza the EU remains
interested in contributing to investment in
Africa, and fighting against unemployment
on the continent.

During the summit, Guebuza held
bilateral contacts with some European
countries, including some that had once
belonged to the Soviet bloc, and who
expressed their interest in reactivating
cooperation ties with Mozambique.

“Some countries that formerly
belonged to the socialist bloc, such as
Hungary and Latvia, stressed the need to
resume the cooperation that we had before
they joined the European Union. Many of
our cadres were trained in those
countries”, said Guebuza.

Questioned about the importance
and benefits to Mozambique of these
events, Guebuza said that they help create
a friendly atmosphere for the country,
which is seen as a model of transition from
a state of conflict and war to a state of
peace, and which has also proved able to
reorganize its economy to achieve enviably
high levels of growth.

Another advantage is the
opportunity to meet with other statesmen
and to review the cooperation agreements
already signed.

“I had a meeting with the
Portuguese Prime Minister (Jose Socrates)
and what we did was to check the
implementation phase of the agreements
that we have signed about investments”,
said Guebuza.

Found guilty in
corruption trial

Maputo, 1 Dec (AIM) – The Maputo
Provincial Court, sitting in the southern
Mozambican city of Matola, on Tuesday
sentenced 16 civil servants to prison terms
of between three and 21 years for their part
in corrupt schemes that resulted in the theft
of about 2.8 million meticais (about 79,000
US dollars) of public funds.

The man regarded as the
mastermind in the theft, Mario Tique, the

former head of the expenditure department
in the Maputo provincial directorate of
planning and finance, received the longest
jail term, of 21 years and seven months.

His colleague in the same
directorate, Ermelinda Barros, received a
sentence of 12 years and seven months.

Noe Mathe, provincial director of
women’s affairs and social welfare at the
time of the theft, who later rose to become
press officer for the Minister of Women’s
Affairs, was jailed for eight years and six
months.

They and 13 others were found to
have acted deliberately to defraud the state.
But a further 19 suspects were acquitted.

Tique and his accomplices were
also ordered to repay the stolen money.
The evidence given in the case was so
detailed that the judge was able to
determine exactly how much each of those
found guilty should repay.

But the case is far from over, since
Tique’s lawyer, Adao Bunja, immediately
announced that his client will appeal.
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